Taipei IN Style
showcases fusion chic
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n the first day of Taipei IN Style,
O visitors experienced fashion

inspired by French liquor, pop art
and antiques. At Cointreau Stylish Night Out,
an evening event themed on the orange-
flavored triple sec Cointreau, models it up
the catwalk with sparkling cocktail dresses in
warm sunset shades.

It was fusion fashion too at the after-
noon runway show, “Inspiration — British
Fashion in Taipei,” which featured two British
designers, Philip Colbert and Mei-hui Liu.
The former opened the program with simple
shapes and loose fits that were a canvas
for pop art. His creations include classic
red dresses plastered with fried eggs and
garments in the form of a popcorn box or
tomato can — a paean to Andy Warhol.

Next, the Taiwan-born British designer
showed her line of antiques-inflected artisan
fashion in the show’s second half. Liu’s
London-based brand, Victim Fashion Street,
specializes in salvaged fabrics and Victorian
lace, raw-stitched together into fashion
resembling antique decor.

“Inspiration — British Fashion in Taipei”
is the British Council Taiwan's first foray into
fashion programming. The runway show is
accompanied by an exhibition featuring nine
British labels. Featured designers include
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or many Taiwanese designers, the

F dream fashion markets are the
U.S. and mainland China,

but making inroads is easier

said than done. Yang Tien-fu,

a veteran fashion procurer

and consultant, said the

Chinese market is big but

that consumer tastes are

currently concentrated in

the best-known brands,

such as Chanel. But emerging

Taiwanese brands can get ahead
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An Jeong Sun, a Korean visitor who joined
TIS for the first time, learned that Taiwan
also grows coffee trees while visiting the
booth of San Formosan, a sponsor of the

» Mei-hui Liu
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Arlette Ess with accessories based on
original art prints; and Hong Kong'’s Candy
Baker, who hand-makes hosiery with a slim-
ming and elongating effect.

The acclaimed Sarah Angold presents
jewelry inspired by mathematical structures.
Her collection, a favorite among celeb-
rity stylists, uses cutting-edge industrial
technologies to build jewelry in the form of
mathematical structures. =
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by networking. A friend’s
recommendation can cut
reams of red tape, Yang
added.
Eveline Morel, chief
executive of LA’s
Emblem Showroom,
remarked that the U.S. is
also a challenge for new
international fashion brands.
It's an attractive market, where
the average consumer spends
US$1,141 on garments each year, but for
Taiwanese designers it is also competitive
and rife with unfamiliar rules.
Morel explained that U.S.
retailers tend to prefer
solids and stay away
from prints, which
are tougher to sell.
Designers should avoid
costly mistakes, like
marketing a line after
the start of a selling
season or paying too much
for brand exposure that has

event, which has the coffee that interests
her and her friend. =
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a low return on investment.

“Don’t spend money on

a fashion show in New
York,” stressed Morel. m
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Herma Fiihren is a designer from the
Netherlands who used to make opera cos-
tumes. This is her first time attending TIS.
She not only enjoys buying modern clothes
but also considers the fashion industry in
Taiwan to be very refreshing. m
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diva’s best feature is not what
A she wears but her confidence
in choosing her apparel. Taipei
IN Style once again exhibits a series
of women'’s wear featuring brilliant
designers who are each unique and dis-
tinguishing.

Athena Chung showcases her classic
femininity but adds in a tint of tough-
ness and bravery in her new collection.
Inspired by ancient Greek clothing,
Chung presents a fusion of power and
beauty through flowing cuts of sheer

<« Yui Atelier
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This year’s aipei IN Style (TIS)
T kicked off yesterday with the

theme Asia Fashion Hot Spot.
The event gathers 115 domestic and
international brands, creating a ver-
satile platform for fashionistas, brand
scouters and young designers.

“Young designers start up small,

but they have rich creativity and enjoy
powerful backings in the upstream

A Austin. W

fabrics. Another reputed young designer,
Austin Wu, who excels in a futuristic style,
is turning to military-inspired looks for
2015 Autumn/Winter collections to com-
memorate his year of serving the military.
“l used earthy tones and army green as
base colors for this season, as my target
market — Taiwan and Japan — prefers
them better,” said Wu.

S, Cabonate, on the other hand,
applies bright yellow, blue and black as
base colors along with patterns; high-
waist A-line skirts and fishtail skirts are
also used for an elegant yet glamorous
look. A woman becomes a painting to
be contemplated in different ways when
she dresses in if&n’s latest collections,
which are themed “poetry in motion.”

Its low-saturation colors and asym-
metrical lines brush out dynamic natural
scenery. And last but not least, Yui Atelier
revolves around the idea of existence and
appearance by using low-key colors and
mix-matching fabrics. =
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and midstream supply chain, so TIS
must be a platform for the younger
generations to better experience the
competitive market,” Justin Huang,
secretary-general of the Taiwan Textile
Federation, said during a pre-exhibi-
tion press conference on the April
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» Justin Huang, center, secretary-
general of the Taiwan Textile
Federation, attends the pre-exhbi-
tion press conference. (HHEEE
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British vs. Taiwanese style
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his year, British Council Taiwan
T leads nine British fashion brands

to exhibit in TIS in order to fulfill
your fashionista desires. Designer Dawn
Tsai who grew up in England introduces
fine ceramics under the brand Encharm,
saying that “fine things should be com-
monly used in our daily life.” Arlette
Ess prints original designs onto fine silk
or wool scarves to create high-quality
accessories that make a statement. And
the lost glamour of the '20s and ’30s is
found in Candy Baker’s creative and fun
items.

Michelle
e-Holder

If you're scouting for stylish jewelry,
Claire English - Special Jewellery Com-
pany, Studio Tatty Devine and Michelle
Lowe-Holder can satisfy your fashion
fantasies; the former two have luxurious
and playful designs while the latter plays
with vintage details utilizing an eco-friendly
concept.

With renowned brands such as Natacha
Marro that provides modern hand-made
shoes, the recent recipient of Vogue lta-
lia’s VDFE award, Sarah Angold Studio
and The Rodnik Band, whose designer
Philip Colbert was described as “the
Godson of Andy Warhol,” will all surprise
you with their artistic and trendy designs.
For ladies rushing in the bustling cities,
unique and comfortable clothing will be
found at design+, which was introduced
by the Fashion Institute of Taipei. =
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